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Histoire du Soldat 
(The Soldier's Tale) (1918) 
Igor Stravinsky (1822-1971) 
French Text by C.F. Ramuz, 
English Version by Michael Flanders and Kitty Black 
Jon Feller, Conductor 
Steven Young, Director 
G. Michael Johnson, Narrator 
Andrew Hager, Soldier 
Christopher Maher, Devil 
Dancers and Choreography: 
Shonda Bradford, Princess 
Lucy Vurnsic, Devil 
Karen Collier, Violin 
Michael Mercer, Percussion 
Sharon Slote, Trumpet 
Rebecca Parker, Clarinet 
Heather Igo, Bassoon 
Charles Plummer, Trombone 
Ian Solomon, Contrabass 
I This recital is in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree 
Master ofMusic in Performance. 
I 
Kemp Recital Hall 
Saturday Evening 
April 13, 1996 
7:30p.m. 
Program 
Introduction - The Soldier's March 
Music for Scene 1 - Airs by a Stream 
Reprise: The Soldier's March 
Music for Scene 2 - Pastorate 
Reprise: Airs by a Stream 
Music for Scene 3 -Airs by a Stream (Reprise) 
Part II - The Soldier's March (Reprise) 
The Royal March 
The Little Concert 
Three Dances 
Tango 
Valse 
Ragtime 
The Devil's Dance 
Little Chorale 
The Devil's Song 
Great Chorale 
Triumphal March of the Devil 
Program Notes 
"Histoire du Soldat" recounts the adventures of Joseph, a lone soldier on the open 
road, and his encounter with a stranger (the Devil). The Devil wants the soldier's 
fiddle and in exchange will give the soldier a book that will provide him with untold 
riches. The soldier agrees and goes off with old Nick for three days, but when he 
returns he finds that three years of his life have passed and his family and friends 
have forgotten him completely. 
Joseph demands his violin back, but finds the violin will not play. In despair he 
begins wandering alone. He hears of a princess who lies ill in bed and that the man 
who cures her will have her hand in marriage. He decides to try his luck. On his 
way there the devil mocks Joseph's powerlessness. The narrator encourages Joseph 
to gamble with the devil for the book of riches. Joseph loses the book but regains 
his violin. 
Joseph's violin playing heals the princess and banishes the devil. The princess 
and Joseph are to be married, but the princess wants to visit Joseph's mother and find 
out about his past life. Joseph thinks, "Why not, then I shall really have it all." With 
this action the devil wins back Joseph's soul. 
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